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Transforming a Request to a Researchable Project 

● First-Year Seminar
● 15-to-Finish
● STEM Students’ Decision and Degree Success
● Grading Leniency and Reliability and SET
● Study Abroad 
● Student Involvement
● Civic Engagement
● …



Searching and Archiving the Literature
●Database

● ERIC

● Academic Search Premier

● Education Full Text

● APA PsycArticles

● APA PsycInfo

● …

Advanced Search



Searching and Archiving the Literature
● Specific Journals

■ Review of Educational Research

■ American Educational Research Journal

■ Review of Research in Education 

■ New Directions for Institutional Research 

■ New Directions for Higher Education

■ Research in Higher Education

■ Review in Higher Education

■ Studies in Higher Education

■ First-Year Experience and Students in Transition

■ … 



Applying for an IRB Approval

● IRB Application

● An umbrella IRB application

● Collaborative Institutional Training Initiative (CITI Program)

● Administrative Data or other Secondary Data



Applying for an IRB Approval
● Secondary Data Collected:

● National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE)

● Learning Outcome Survey (LOS)

● Graduating Senior Exit Survey (GSES)

● Student Involvement Data

● Student Satisfaction Inventory (SSI)

● Course Evaluation Data

● Public available Data Mined from Social Media Websites

● …



Writing a Proposal for Conference Presentation

● Writing a Proposal for Conference Presentation 

● AERA (American Educational Research Association)

● AIR Forum

● RMAIR (Rocky Mountain AIR)

● OCAIR (Oversea Chinese AIR)

● Hawaii International Conference on Education 

● Western Economic Association International (WEAI)



Submitting a Scholarly/Full Paper

● AIR Forum

● When submitting a proposal, select “Scholarly Paper”

● AERA 

● Full paper

● Hawaii International Conference on Education

● Proceedings



Selecting a Target Journal 

● Education Journal Ranking
https://www.scimagojr.com/journalrank.php?type=j&category=3304

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1R4E4_1VYTu3Hqctab_0JQKji7e
aq5K-t/edit

● AIR Journals
● https://www.airweb.org/resources/publications/studies-and-reports
● The AIR Professional File
● eAIR Newsletter
● Books and Monographs

https://www.scimagojr.com/journalrank.php?type=j&category=3304
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1R4E4_1VYTu3Hqctab_0JQKji7eaq5K-t/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1R4E4_1VYTu3Hqctab_0JQKji7eaq5K-t/edit
https://www.airweb.org/resources/publications/studies-and-reports


Selecting a Target Journal 

AERA Journals: 
○ Review of Educational 

Research

○ American Educational 

Research Journal

○ Review of Research in 

Education

○ Educational Evaluation and 

Policy Analysis

○ Educational Researcher



Preparing the Manuscript

●COLLABORATION

●  Within the Office

●  Across units on Campus 

●  Outside the Institution 

 



Applying for the AIR Charles F. Elton Best Paper Award 

●https://www.airweb.org/resources/awards-scholarships/aw
ards/charles-f.-elton-best-paper-award

• This award celebrates the scholarly papers that best 
exemplify the standards of excellence established by the 
award’s namesake and that make significant contributions 
to the fields of IR, IE, or Assessment.

https://drive.google.com/drive/my-drive

https://www.airweb.org/resources/awards-scholarships/awards/charles-f.-elton-best-paper-award
https://www.airweb.org/resources/awards-scholarships/awards/charles-f.-elton-best-paper-award
https://drive.google.com/drive/my-drive
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1. Reflect on topics to publish
2. Identify feasible publication venues 
3. Adapt strategies for publication productivity

Objectives



Personal Research Topics

Assessment for 
capacity building of 
teaching and 
learning

Assessment 
leadership 
development

Using assessment 
for improvement

Undergraduate 
research assessment

Civic engagement 
assessment

Oral communication 
assessment



Consider publishing

Assessment processes

Assessment methods 

Discipline specific assessment, HIP, 
STEM, Creative disciplines…

General education or institutional 
assessment

Faculty engagement or building an 
assessment culture

Using assessment for improvement

Professional development 

Equity-minded and equity-centered 
assessment

Student involvement in assessment

Successes and challenges in your own 
context

…



Common Types of Publication

1. Conference paper and proceedings
2. Journal articles
3. Book chapters
4. Website articles/Blogs
5. Assignment/Course materials in online libraries



Journal Articles

1. Discipline specific journals
2. Educational research (Scholarship of Teaching and 

Learning)
3. Assessment research
4. Assessment process and practice
5. Book reviews



Common journals for Assessment Practitioners

- Intersection
- Emerging Dialogue
- Assessment Update
- Research & Practice in Assessment

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KXxHjErg-lw2UWLphrxTJM-ptBz_hBEFJyRry6cb9MA/edit?usp=sharing


A Journal at the Intersection of 

Assessment and Learning

● Year-round submission
● Practitioner oriented
● Open access
● 2,000 - 8,000 words
● Peer reviewed
● Supportive reviewers 

and editors

https://aalhe.scholasticahq.com/for-authors



Emerging Dialogues

● Year-round submission
● Context/Institutional 

specific practice
● Open access
● Upto 1,200 words
● Non peer reviewed
● Supportive reviewers 

and editors

https://www.aalhe.org/emerging-dialogues



Assessment Update
● Practitioner-oriented
● Accepts reports, essays, 

news stories, or letter
● 1,000 - 2,000 words
● Non peer reviewed
● Some free articles
● 4 month wait to 

publication

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/15360725/2023/35
/1



Research & Practice in 
ASSESSMENT

● Assessment research: 
theory supported and 
data driven

● Learning Improvement 
Corner accepts articles 
from 2,000 to 8,000 
words

● Peer-reviewed

https://www.rpajournal.com/



Publishing Stories and Course Materials

https://www.learning-improvement.org/submit-a-story

Learning Improvement 
Community 

collect stories of 500 - 1,000 words or 
videos of 3-5 minutes



Publishing Stories and Course Materials

https://www.learningoutcomesassessment.org/ourwork/assignment-library/

National Assignment 
Library

Assignments submitted will be peer 
reviewed and published in the national 
library

Inquire niloa@education.illinois.edu 
about submission guidelines

mailto:niloa@education.illinois.edu


Publishing Stories and Course Materials

Model courses

Pearls of practice

Inquire: ncsce.info@gmail.com or 
eliza.reilly@ncsce.net



Join national projects to increase publication opportunities

1. Learning Improvement Community
2. Grand Challenges
3. AALHE DEI Committee

https://www.learning-improvement.org/
https://sites.google.com/wfu.edu/grandchallengesinassessment


Journeys to Publication
1 From consultation to collaboration

Through extensive consultations for 
assessment planning and implementation, 
form collaborative partnerships with program 
assessment leaders. 

2 Co-present at conferences

Invite program leaders to co-present at local, 
regional, and national conferences

3 Institutional/Program reports

Produce reports for each steps of the projects 
(e.g., focus group report, data summary 
report, data discussion meeting report)

4 Put it together as a manuscript

Program leaders write about the program. 
Assessment professionals write methods.

http://manoa.hawaii.edu/assessment/poster-exhibit/globalenvisci-2019/
https://scholarspace.manoa.hawaii.edu/bitstreams/1ecd8e6f-f933-4f79-8bc1-d4ada6250046/download
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/10899995.2021.1977029


Begin your journey anywhere

Meeting minutesData report Event evaluation 
reports

Status update 
emails

Project reports Internal 
presentations



Expand the Journey

Conference 
presentations

Literature 
collection and 
review

Proceedings
Blogs
Stories

Expand and 
publish



Strategies to Remain Productive

● Keep a good project record. Write regular reports.
● Intentionally build collaboration with those who are motivated to publish
● Set up regular writing meetings with collaborators or for yourself
● Combine bite-size writing and block-writing time
● Mentor students and co-publish with students
● Write scripts for your conference presentations
● First draft is just the beginning of the writing. Don’t aim for perfection
● Collect literature and sources overtime. Have go-to sources.
● Submit for top journals first
● Submit for supportive journals



Sample strategy to engage faculty in assessment publication

Guide faculty to 
carry out 
assessment 
projects

Help prepare 
presentation 
script

Invite faculty as 
panelists

Meet to 
transform the 
script into 
publication



Questions or Comments?

Thank you for your participation and feedback!



Qingmin Shi @ qingmin.shi@unlv.edu

Yao Zhang Hill @ yaozhang@hawaii.edu 

Contact Us

mailto:qingmin.shi@unlv.edu
mailto:yaozhang@hawaii.edu

